Specific transfer factor protects mice against lethal challenge with herpes simplex virus.
Bovine transfer factor (TFd) specific to herpes simplex virus (HSV)1 or to HSV2 was prepared by immunizing calves with the corresponding virus. The TFd preparations were then injected into Swiss mice in an attempt to protect them against a subsequent lethal challenge with HSV1 or HSV2 virus. It was thus shown that injection of anti-HSV TFd protects the mice against the corresponding HSV virus, whereas the injection of a nonspecific TFd (anti-CMV) fails to protect against a challenge with HSV1. Furthermore, a dose-response effect was observed, since potent TFd preparations were ineffective when they were used at one-fifth of the original concentration. It seems, therefore, that animal models may be used to assay the potency of TFd preparations specific for herpes viruses.